[image: ]		Preserving our history, to build our future with. 
Intangible Heritage

Often overlooked in infrastructure development projects as a missed opportunity. But most communities have intangible heritage which unifies the community. Food, poetry, dance, song, instruments, artisan crafts or even beliefs and rituals. All these things can change in the process of bring in trade, roads, airports, and development. Many of these things are however attractions for tourism and trade. These defining intangible elements are also the backbone of social capital and growing social capital means growing community solidarity and strength which is widely recognized to minimize the negative impacts of development. 

Intangible heritage is always evolving and can appear like something which cannot be preserved, but this is not the case. The intangible elements of a community are the very thing which can enhance the development goals and increased the beneficial outcomes of a project. 

Intangible heritage is potentially a commercial asset such as local medicinal knowledge or local scientific knowledge. As part of the project planning communities will also have a fair idea about the assets and protections they want to ensure are in place. 

Intangible heritage is ephemeral and once lost can leave a challenging hole to fill. 

At Endangered Heritage we can help to develop a strategy to deliver intangible heritage preservation, talk to Victoria about your project. 

Heritage is a non-renewable resource. Culture is infinitely renewable. Cultural heritage is the living, evolving development of community futures, built on sovereign histories for economic gain for all.


Victoria Pearce is a professional member of ICOMOS_ICORP, AICCM, CENVP and ARPI. 
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